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Despite the importance of early literacy experiences, many families face The App: “Spending time together and building more vocabulary.”

barriers to accessing engaging and high-quality literacy resources. Families
and educators often need flexible, accessible, and easy-to-use tools that
support literacy learning beyond school settings.
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The Early Learning Library 1s a digital mobile library curated for children
from birth to age eight and includes:

* Over 300 e-books with culturally diverse content, genres and topics

* All books have human voice narration option with word highlighting

* Books can work offline (stable internet not needed)

* Teachers can provide book recommendations and monitor usage

What we have learnt so far...
- Families will engage with accessible literacy tools

* Multilingual families reported voice narration narration

supported parents and children learning English together . . . .
bP P & Hh8 8 - Short, interactive reading experiences can support engagement

Figure 4 - Technology and digital books may help strengthen home literacy
routines
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Parent Ratings by Survey Domain
Mean item ratings with 95% confidence intervals
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Would recommend to families

The project was guided by a simple theory of change:
More access to books — more reading time — more interaction
— more language — stronger literacy e G Beww Do

- We are expanding to include more centers in Delaware and
surrounding area

Figure 1
How Often Families Use the Early Learning Library

Parent-reported frequency of app use

Books are engaging Fits family routines

We are continuing research and development towards an
evidence-based, impactful and sustainable tool
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Works well on devices

Purpose & Research Question

Internet/data not a barrier

59% Child enjoys using app

The purpose of this pilot study was to examine the feasibility, 60%
usability, and perceived impact of the Early Learning Library
among Wilmington Head Start and Early Head Start families.

Will use regularly

40% Language Interaction Usability

Easy to download and set up
More talk about books

Research Questions

How frequently and 1in what ways do families use the app?

How do parents perceive the usability and feasibility of the app?
What changes do parents report in children’s reading 0%
engagement and language behaviors?

What themes emerge from parent feedback?

Percent of Families

Easy to find matching books

20%

17%

Encourages child
talk/questions

Easy to use

Vocabulary/language
improvement

o
Child can use with little
help
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* 76% of families used the app multiple times per week Average Rating (1-5)
1 = Strongly Disagree, 5 = Strongly Agree




